
FORMING PREACHERS OF THE GOSPEL.

RAIDER
CATHOLIC

Catholic Campus Ministry at Texas Tech University

Persevere in the faith, firmly grounded, stable, and not shifting from the hope of the Gospel 
that you heard, which has been preached to every creature under heaven.                                

Colossians 1:23

Great new things are happening at Raider Catholic, not only does our newsletter have a new look, 
but we have new staff members, new programs and events, and in the Spring we’ll begin the new 
semester in the John Saleh Catholic Student Center! Young Catholics are being transformed by 
the preaching of the Gospel through retreats, mission trips, lectures, prayer, socials, RCIA — all 
made possible through your generosity. Thank YOU for helping us form preachers of the Gospel 
and impacting the lives of so many students! 

   — Chaplain & Director,  Fr. Francis Orozco, OP,  fr.francis@raidercatholic.org

We have over 70 student leaders. These dynamic 
students lead retreats, Bible studies, choirs, small 
groups, intramural sports, and so much more. In 
college, students begin to think more about God 
and others, and they grow deeper in their 
relationship with Christ. Your financial help gives 
them the opportunity to both hear the Gospel and 
to preach it to their peers!

Some of the men and women of Chi Rho.



WHAT WE DO

We want to let you, our donors and 
benefactors, know how your support over 
the past year has helped us form preachers 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ at Texas Tech, 
the Lubbock community, and beyond. 

There has been much growth and it’s only 
possible because YOU believe in the future 
of the Church and the Catholic Campus 
Ministry at Texas Tech University! 

Thank you for your prayers and support! 

Fr. Francis Orozco, OP   Chaplain & Director 
Fr. Emiliano Zapata, OP   Pastor 
Nathan Robinett   Development Director 
Dr. Dominick Casadonte   Faculty Advisor 
Rick Jackson  Building Committee Chair                    Appearances on Jumbotron 
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STAFF CHANGES

This summer we said good-bye to Greg Ramzinski, Steven Martinez (our Raider Catholic Intern), 
and dozens of student leaders who graduated as part of the class of 2017. This fall we welcome 
two new faces to the Raider Catholic Team, Br. Anthony John Mathison, OP, and Sarah Huey (our 
new Raider Catholic intern).

I have been involved with Raider Catholic for three years now. It has provided 
me with many opportunities to grow in fellowship, faith, and leadership. I grew 
up in Lubbock, and always knew of Raider Catholic and now it is a dream come 
true to be involved in it. I hope this year is great with the opening of the new 
John Saleh Catholic Student Center and the increasing number of students 
getting involved.

I’m a Dominican student-brother studying for the priesthood and excited to be 
at Raider Catholic for my pastoral year internship. Originally, I’m from Aiken, 
South Carolina and my childhood dream of becoming a minister led me to 
discern the priesthood. Inspired by the rich history of the Order of Preachers, 
and the Dominican focus on orthodoxy, preaching, and contemplation, I entered 
the Province of St. Martin de Porres in 2014. I have found the students at Raider 
Catholic to be extremely welcoming, serious about their faith, and a lot of fun.



A NEW YEAR
This academic year is shaping up to be the biggest year ever at Raider Catholic. Our Welcome 
Week was our largest on record as Texas Tech University welcomed 5900+ freshmen to campus! 
The week before classes began we had an event every day to welcome new students to all that we 
offer at Raider Catholic. We also held our annual Encounter Retreat — a retreat specifically for new 
students. 

Parents said goodbye on Sunday, 
receiving a blessing at Mass. 
Throughout the week our student 
leaders and upperclassmen 
offered tours, fun games, a 
freshmen advice panel, socials, 
and even a cooking lesson. Your 
support ensures that these 
activities continue at Raider 
Catholic, providing a “home away 
from home” for all students — a 
place for them to rest, study, build 
relationships, and deepen their 
faith in Christ.Students play a game at the Encounter Retreat.

JOIN OUR MISSION

At Raider Catholic, our ministries are 
managed and directed by college students 
for college students. Although Fr. Francis 
and the staff play a major role in the student 
center, it is ultimately the students 
themselves that organize the retreats, Bible 
studies, service events, socials, and other 
activities. Our mission is to form preachers 
of the Gospel — to empower the students to 
claim their faith and pass it on. Our mission 
simply cannot happen without your support. 
Last year our expenses totaled over 
$120,000. The services, facilities, operations, 
retreats, social activities, and other events 
that we provide all cost money. We rely on 
alumni, friends, and parents. Please consider 
joining the Preachers Circle Monthly Giving 
Community — raidercatholic.org/give. Every gift, no matter how small, helps us continue to be here 
for students at Texas Tech! THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Students at the 5:00pm Mass at St. Elizabeth University Parish.

http://raidercatholic.org/give
http://raidercatholic.org/give


So many students, alumni, parents, and friends have been 
impacted by Raider Catholic. Joining the Preachers Circle 
ensures that the mission of Raider Catholic continues into the 
future. We need you! If you’re an alumnus join the Preachers 
Circle to give back. If you’re a parent, join the Preachers Circle 
to help your children grow in the faith you passed on to them. If 
you’re a friend, join the Preachers Circle to help build up the 
Church. Even if it’s only $25 a month, we need you! 

All the baptized are called to preach the Gospel. But this is not 
something we do on our own. One of the most difficult aspects 
of starting life at a new school is finding “community” — 
establishing good relationships that will help maintain you. We 
all need this! Only through strong friendships, prayer, study and 
service can we be prepared to pass on to others the Gospel that 
we have received. All these come together at Raider Catholic!

HELP US  IMPACT  THIS  
                 GENERATION                   BY JOINING THE

PREACHERS 
CIRCLE

Join the Preachers Circle by 
committing a monthly gift with the 
enclosed envelope or online: 

www.raidercatholic.org/give 

— It’s easy (one-time setup: credit 
card or checking) 
— It’s consistent (you won’t forget 
and we can plan for the future) 
— It’s effective (your gift directly 
helps form students to be preachers 
of the Gospel)

JOIN THE PREACHERS CIRCLE  —  GIVE MONTHLY

http://www.raidercatholic.org/give
http://www.raidercatholic.org/give


The roots of Raider Catholic go back to the founding of Texas 
Tech University in 1923. In the early years, it was an outreach of 
St. Joseph Parish, at that time Lubbock's only Catholic Church, 
located three miles from campus. 

On May 11, 1935, Bishop Lucey, met with a group of Lubbock 
Catholics to consider building a church within walking distance of 
Texas Technological College. St. Elizabeth University Parish, the second Catholic 
Church in Lubbock, was completed in 1935 and dedicated on March, 29, 1936. It 
was built in the Spanish Colonial Revival style to complement the architecture of 
the university. 

In June 1981, St. Elizabeth Parish voted to erect a new Catholic Student Center at 
the corner of Broadway and Avenue W. The center, paid in full by the generous 
donations of the parishioners, was dedicated by Bishop Michael J. Sheehan, the 
first Bishop of Lubbock, on October 9, 1983. The Catholic Student Center, a 4,300 
square foot facility, through the sole support of St. Elizabeth Parish, continues to 
minister to a growing population of university students. 

Over the years St. Elizabeth Parish has expanded greatly. In 2002, the new Church 
building was completed and dedicated on May 4, 2003 by Bishop Placido 
Rodriguez, the second Bishop of Lubbock. 

In 2010, the Dominican Friars of the Province of St. Martin 
de Porres were invited to serve St. Elizabeth University 
Parish and Raider Catholic. Since 2014 there have been 
four Dominican friars here with hopes to have more in the 
future. 

Bishop Robert M. Coerver, the current and third bishop of 
Lubbock, enthusiastically supports Raider Catholic in its mission of 
forming preachers of the Gospel. We eagerly await the completion of the 18,888 
square foot John Saleh Catholic Student Center.

HOW WE GOT HERE…
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2305 Main Street 
Lubbock, Texas 79401 

(806) 762-1672 
www.raidercatholic.org

@raidercatholic

Thank You
Thank you for prayerfully considering a monthly gift to Raider Catholic!  

Thank you for believing in young Catholics! We cannot do this without you.


